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ReleaseRigs
The standard release-rig 

for pike can be made in 
10-15 minutes, and if 
it’s made in titanium it 

will last you for many fish, 
sometimes up to several 
seasons. During the last few 
years I have made loads of 
variations on the release rig 
tailored for specific species and 
different types of lures/baits 
from jerkbaits, crankbaits, 
swimbaits, soft lures, metal 
lures, spinners and flies to live- 
and deadbaits. Many of these 
rigs can be seen at my website 
www.bursell.dk under ‘articles’. 
All are based on the same 
principles, but involve different 
materials, rig bits and 
dimensions. How to make all 
these rigs will be way too 
comprehensive to cover in just 
one article, so here I will just 
describe how to make the 
simplest standard release rig 

for pike fishing (see photo A). 
The rig described can be used 
for all types of jerkbaits, 
crankbaits, soft lures and bait 
fish if you combine with the 
recommended connectors and 
release mechanisms shown in 
the photos. This is how it’s 
made: 
 Tie a 40-50cm of 40-50lb 
braided seven-strand titanium 
wire (a) (AFW, Darts or BFT) to a 
4mm solid ring with a four-turn 
blood knot and secure with 
superglue. This is the connection 
to the main line. Braided steel 
wire can also be used, but will not 
last nearly as long as titanium. In 
the long run titanium is therefore 
not only the best, but also the 
cheapest solution. Pre-bend the 
end of wire and thread on a float 
stop such as Pezon Michel size L 
(b). This float stop prevents the 
hooklink from moving too far away 
on slack line when jerkbaiting, but 

will shoot up the trace during the 
fight. Alternatively and better the 
front hook can also be semi-fixed 
to the belly eye of the lure via a 
release clip (n) mounted at (g). A 
release-clip on the front hook is 
mandatory if you fish a jerkbait 
with long slack line stops, but it’s 
also a very safe all round choice. 
This version of the release clip is 
made by twisting 0.7mm steel 
piano wire with two small pliers 
(see photo B). Slide on a 
crosslock swivel with an oval solid 
eye (Savage Gear) (c) and mount 
a high friction float stop (for 
example a medium Drennan Float 
Stop) (d) in front. Tie a tight 
five-turn stop knot (e) with 11-14lb 
Power Gum. Crimp (f) a 5mm 
solid-ring (g) 5-10cm further down 
the wire and mount an oval 
split-ring (h) like this for the hook. 
Crimp (j) a 50-70lb single strand 
titanium wire (k) to the solid ring 
and cut it 15-20cm from (g). Tie a 

4mm solid ring (q) at the end with 
a four-turn blood knot (p) and 
mount a strong 4-5mm split ring 
(r) to the solid ring. On small lure/
baits I use a size 8 treble (Owner 
ST36 BCX) at the end and a size 
6 at the front, on medium sized 
baits a size 6 at the back and a 
size 4 at the front (i), and on very 
large baits I use size 4 at the back 
and a 2 at the front, especially for 

Photo b

jens has described in his last two articles the 
merits of the release rig, so we thought we’d 
get jens to describe how to make them
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ReleaseRigs
trolling. On big, bulky 40-50cm 
soft lures I sometimes use size 1 
at the front and a size 2 at the 
back. The highest landing-rate is 
obtained when the front hook or 
hooks is turned so one branch 
points forward. Slide/click another 
release clip (m) down over the 
wire. Tie a stop knot of 11lb Power 

The point is that the number of 
fish you will lose will be 
considerably lower compared to 
the traditional techniques.
 When using crankbaits with 
big lips, the lip must be modified 
(photo C). This is easily done like 
this: turn the lure up-side down in 
a vice and saw a slit through the 
ABS plastic with a hacksaw. Drop 
a piece of epoxy glue on the side 
of the lip and mount a short piece 
of 60-80lb single strand titanium 

as shown. The wire can now be 
slid into the slit and will easily 
release during the fight.

Release tube
Another good release mechanism 
for the rear end is semi-fixing with 
a release tube (see photo D): Tie 
a 10cm piece of 0.40mm 
fluorocarbon (u) to the single 
strand titanium wire with a four- or 
five-turn blood knot (v). Thread a 
4-5mm piece of thick walled 

Photo a
Main pic: 

When the fish 
is hooked the 

hooklink 
releases from 

the bait, 
avoiding 

leverage that 
could act 

negatively on 
the hook hold 
– release rigs 

should be 
mounted with 
much smaller 

hooks in order 
to achieve the 

much higher 
landing rate

Because of the leverage-free construction of the 
release rig you don’t need to worry about the 
strength of the small hooks

how to make them

Gum in front (l) and behind (o) the 
release clip in order so semi-fix 
the position of the release clip. 

PRactical fishing
Mount the bait with the crosslock 
swivel (c) in the front. Adjust the 
rig to fit the size of the bait by 
pushing the float stop/Power Gum 
stop knots (b, d, e and l, o) up or 
down the trace. Semi-fix the 
release clips on the middle and 
rear eye of the bait. When 
correctly adjusted the hooklink 
hangs 1-1.5cm away from the 
lure. If made and attached 
correctly the hooklink will hang 
just under the bait during the cast 
and retrieve but will release from 
the bait at (m) and (n) and slide 
up the trace at the same second a 
fish takes the bait and shakes the 
hooklink off the lure. This will 
prevent leverage from putting too 
powerful a force on the relatively 

Photo c

Photo d

small hooks so they won’t let 
you down. But even with a 
release rig you will lose fish. 
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silicone tube (x) (inner diameter 
1.5mm/thickness material 0.7mm. 
This we refer to as the release 
tube. Thread a micro bead (y) on 
the nylon/fluorocarbon and tie an 
overhand knot (z) to prevent tube/
bead from slipping on the nylon 
piece. Tie a stop knot of 11lb 
Power Gum in front (æ) and 
behind (ø) the release tube in 
order to semi-fix its position. 
Mount a micro swivel on a 5-6mm 
split ring attached to the rear eye 
at the end of the lure (å). The 
hooklink is now semi-fixed by 
pushing the release tube (x) up 
over the micro swivel (å) – and 
you are ready to fish.

Release on soft 
luRes
The hooklink can also be 
semi-fixed to a soft lure by 
mounting a soft bait screw 1-2 
places in the lure body (photo E). 
The release clip is simply clicked 
in the protruding eye of the soft 
bait screw. The hooklink can also 
be semi-fixed via release-tube/
split-ring with a micro swivel as 
shown in photo D.
 In photo F you see one of the 
many ways you can rig a shad 
with a release rig. Screw in a soft 
bait screw (x) midway between 
where you want to position the 
hooks, so they ‘balance’. Semi-fix 
the release clip (y). Adjust the 

position of the rig, so it hangs 
parallel under the softbait. Mount 
a four- to five-turn 14lb Power 
Gum stop knot (1) and a SPRO 
Shad Stinger Spike (bait spike) (2) 
on the wire. Move them up or 
down the wire, until there is 
enough tension on the rig, that it 
hangs perfectly. The stop knot (1) 
prevents the rig from gliding back/
down/away from the bait when 
you halt the retrieve. The eye of 
the bait spike is forced flat with 
pliers, so the stop knot cannot 
slide back through it. Note that the 
distance between bait spike and 
hook must be such that the hook 
cannot swing up and tangle on it. 
How far you can extend the rear 
hook backwards depends on how 
soft the tail is and how much it 
moves. This is a good all round 
position. The hooklink can also be 
semi-fixed just with ‘normal’ bait 
spikes, but the hook exposure will 
not be quite as good and they 
won’t hold the hooklink so well for 
casting, especially when the lure 
hits the water. 
 Line-thru soft lures can easily 
be modified for release fishing, 
making it much more effective and 
easier to change lures (photo G). 
Take the hooks off the original 
wire and make a multiple 
overhand knot close to the hole 
for the wire at the bottom of the 
head. The hooklink can be 
semi-fixed with release clips (as in 
photo E) or with 1-2 click release 
mechanisms (photos H and I). If 
the hooklink is semi-fixed in two 
places, the Power Gum stop knot/
bait spike is not necessary, but if 
the rig is mounted ‘balanced’ in 
only one spot (as in photo F) it’s 
mandatory. 

CliCk Release 
meChanism
Instead of having the release-
mechanism on the hooklink, it can 
also sit on the lure. Here is shown 
the click-release (photos H and I), 
which in my opinion is the best 
release mechanism, especially 
the larger soft lures like the SG 
Line Thru. It is made this way: 

 Take 10-15cm 0.7-1mm piano 
wire. Take two pieces of 0.9mm 
fluorocarbon, heat the ends with a 
lighter, so you create a melted 
‘collar’ at the ends. Cut them so 
they are approximately 10-13mm 
long. Dab a small drop of superglue 
on the wire end and twist 0.08mm 
braided line a couple of turns (the 
braid must be on a fly-tying bobbin), 
and so the thin braid is fixed to the 
piano wire. Place one piece of 
fluorocarbon on the piano wire with 
superglue and secure with 10 turns 
braid. Put the other piece of 
fluorocarbon on the other side of 
wire and secure this also with 10-15 
turns of braid. Finish off with a few 
half hitches. Put a drop of 
superglue on each side, cut the line 
off and you have the perfect holder 
for the hooklink. Stick the wire up 
through the lure vertically, so it 
sticks up from the top of the soft 
lure’s back. Pull the click release 
up, so it’s just into the lure, cut the 
wire with pliers 1-2cm from the 
back of the bait and bend a small 
‘U’ at the end. Push the piano wire 
back down into the bait until the 
click release mechanism protrudes 
1-1.5cm out from the bottom of the 
lure and the ‘U’ sinks down in the 
back of the lure to prevent it from 
falling out of the bait. As you can 
see, the click release mechanism 
can be used for semi-fixing either 

Photo e

Photo f

Caught on a 
release rig

Photo g
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wire or a rig ring holding the hook. 
Depending on the action of the 
lure and the position you want the 
rear hook to be in it can be an 
advantage with two Power Gum 
stop knots around the point of 
attachment.
 Click release can also be 
used on hard lures (photo J): drill 
a hole into the bait, stick the wire 
mounted with the click release 
mechanism into the hole and glue 
with epoxy. Alternatively, clip the 
eye of the lure up in one side with 
pliers, straighten it out and mount 
the click release mechanism on 
the straightened eye.

Release Rigs 
foR baitfish
In photo K you see the release rig 
mounted on a deadbait for 
wobbling: Stick a thin screwdriver 

through the hard front of the 
forehead of the baitfish. Stick a 
self-locking plastic strip through, 
put a 6-7mm solid ring on and 
lock it. Screw soft bait screws into 
the fish as points semi-fixing the 
hooklink. Mount the baitfish as 
you would have mounted a hard 
lure.
 Fishing the release rig gives 
some incredible possibilities for 
boosting the landing rate. When a 
predator locks its jaws on its prey, 
it’s hard to hook the fish, because 
you cannot move the hook 
forward on the strike if you don’t 
move the bait between the jaws or 
pull the hooks out of the bait. But 
with the version of the rig shown 

Photo j

With release rigs the risk of not 
hooking/losing fish is dramatically 

reduced, regardless if you are 
casting or trolling

Photo k

Photo h

Photo i
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in photo L, the elastic bait spike 
release-rig (made for slow trolling 
with live- or deadbaits where the 
baits is dropped over the side of 
the boat, not cast) provides a 
moving hook effect. Even when 
the bait is locked 100% solid in 
the jaws, it’s very easy to set the 
hooks because the elastics will 
enable the smaller hooks to move 
forward and penetrate easily. 
 Note that the position and 
mounting of the rear hook is 
different from the rig shown in my 
old article about this rig in Pike & 
Predators. This new version gives 
a better exposure of the rear hook 
and consequently a slightly higher 
landing rate. Read more about my 
moving hook rigs at http://bursell.
dk/articles/fishing/freshwater/
predators/show/190 and http://
bursell.dk/articles/fishing/
freshwater/predators/show/337. 

Steered hookS
Normally I prefer dangling hooks 
as I believe they often provide 
better hooking. But when soft lure 
or baitfish are fished on a rig with 
dangling hooks at higher speeds, 
you can get incidents whereby the 
distance from wire to bait 
combined with dimensions of the 
rig can cause hook points to hang 
up on the bait, causing sub-
optimal exposure. This can be 
reduced by semi-fixing and 
steering the hook with a steering 
bead, made from a split Hama-
Bead (photo M): 
 Split the Hama Bead with fine 
fly-tying scissors or a scalpel. 
Click it on the wire, and then slide 
via the hook eye down over the 
hook shank. Use different colored 
Hama Beads if you want to add 
strike-point effects. Normally 
steered hooks are impossible to 
shift without destroying the rig, but 
with this system, it’s possible to 
shift the steered hook – an 
essential feature when using 
expensive titanium wire. 

Practical 
advantageS 
Apart from much higher landing 
rates and less damage to the fish, 
there are a number of other 
advantages with release rigs: 
1. With release rigs you will be 

able to cover most situations for 
spin fishing with two or three 
different rigs, which means you 
only have 4-6 different hooks in 
active use, so it’s easy to keep 
an eye on them and make sure 
that they are always 100% 
razor sharp. 

2. As there are no hooks on the 
lures they are much easier to 
store. On short trips you can 
even have them in your 
pockets, and when in the box 
they will never tangle, making it 
much easier to pick them up 

quickly from the compartments 
without lifting out a ‘garland’ of 
lures. 

3. Because the lure slides up the 
line during the fight the paint 
will last much longer on the 
lure, because it’s not damaged 
by the teeth during the fight. 

4. By adjusting the rig – or 
choosing between different rigs 
for the same lure – you can 
control the exact number, 
position and exposure of the 
hooks to suit a given situation 
perfectly. This is not possible 
the same way with lures 

new verSionS of the rigS
follow JenS BurSell on www.BurSell.
dk, faceBook and inStagram, and get 
freSh info on the lateSt new tyPeS of 
releaSe rigS for not only Pike But alSo 
zander, Perch, trout and Salmon.

mounted traditionally. This also 
helps achieving a higher 
landing rate. 

 Good luck with the release rigs 
– it’s well worthwhile and you 
will be rewarded with many 
more fish on the bank!

Left: Power Dots
Right: Jens with 
a fine 10kg-plus 
pike caught on 
Westins Jätte 
mounted on 
release rig

Photo l

Photo m

“release rigs 
with much smaller 
hooks will double 
your landing and 
catch rate, and 

at the same time 
do significantly 
less damage to 

the fish”
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